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a great one. None of the previous conquerors since Hulagu
had had the stuff of permanence. All were distracted by
feuds, some were scarce-settled tribesmen. The Safawid
empire, infant and still growing, was the visible product of
a tremendous national and religious revival. It marked the
birth of modern Iran. It was founded upon ardent Shiism,
highly civilized and refined. It was to outlast nine generations
of men. Had not chance brought into a single age the eastern
expansion of the Ottomans and the rise of this powerful
Persia, no doubt Iraq would have been Persian soil from
that day to our own.'47

As soon as Iraq had been added to his conquests, Shah
Ismail paid a personal visit to Baghdad. His Shiah tendencies
at once became evident. The tombs of several Sunni saints
were desecrated, and a number of Sunni leaders put to death.
When he left, after performing the pilgrimage to Kerbela and
Nejef, one Ibrahim Khan was left behind as first Persian
governor of Baghdad. A period of peace and even prosperity
followed. "The Persian rule was favoured by the strong
Shiah element, who possessed great influence among the tribes.
Persian merchants began to settle in Baghdad and to revive
the commercial intercourse with the outside world which
had been shattered by the constant upheavals of the preceding
years. But the foundations of the Safawid power were, in
fact, pretentious rather than firm. The Ottoman Turks, secure
now of their position in Europe, could not but feel irritation
at the rise of an unorthodox Shiah power on their flank, and
the irritation was changed to active hostility by the capture
of Baghdad and the indignities laid upon the orthodox resi-
dents.' Baghdad also began to grow restive, and the oppressed
Sunni and non-Muslim elements began to raise their heads.
Sultan Sulairnan prepared for his descent on Iraq by making
a show of force in northern Persia. He then marched south-
wards through Kurdistan to join his celebrated wazir, Ibrahim
Pasha, who was already harassing the Mosul district. Long-
rigg47 has an interesting passage describing Sulaiman's
approach. He mentions how 'the cold and rains of Nov-
ember, and the little-trodden passes of the last hundred miles
of mountain, made the passage of the army difficult and
costly. Swollen streams swept away part of the artillery.
. Hundreds of animals were abandoned. Tempers were short,